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In a landmark case before the D.C. Superior Court reminiscent of John Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath, where tenants were forcibly removed from their land by sheriffs, landlords and bankers, tenants at the Embassy Apartments, similarly threatened with the loss of the roof over their heads, are fighting mad and fighting back. The difference is that this time the tenants appear to have the law, heavy hitter politicians, and the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) on their side. 
The stakes are high, the drama stark, and the outcome uncertain, as each side expects a judge to issue sudden-death summary judgment in their favor at a June 14 hearing. At issue is whether long-dormant and highly-questionable condominium conversion authority granted to landlords long ago, is now to be implemented, even though that information was completely withheld from Embassy tenants, who year after year signed leases in good faith, fully expecting long-term, even lifetime tenancy in a rent-controlled building, with never a hint of potential change in its status.
Now comes landlord lawyer, Richard Luchs, of recent 95/5 fame, telling tenants they must leave or face a lawsuit and monetary damages as well. 
TENAC fully supports the Embassy tenants in their battle and urges tenants throughout the city to do likewise. 
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