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The Tiverton/Square 37 Tenants’ Association

was founded on

September 17, 2002

for the purpose of representing and

protecting the interests

of its members and

working to preserve

and protect the integrity

of the West End

community.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

SPECIAL-INTEREST ZONING PROPOSAL THREATENS

LAST AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN WEST END

CONTACT:  Deborah Akel, 202/659-9259, dakel@earthlink.net

WASHINGTON, DC - June 1, 2004 - A proposal before the DC Zoning Commission could lead to the end of the last affordable housing in the West End, according to the Tiverton/Square 37 Tenants’ Association, Inc. (TSTA).

Developer James Pedas is asking the Zoning Commission to rezone the southern half of Square 37, where he owns a parking lot.  The land is currently zoned R-5-B, which allows for moderate density residential uses at moderate heights.  Pedas is looking to change the designation to R-5-E, C-2-C, or CR, which permit high-density residential and/or commercial buildings of taller heights.  

Square 37 is bordered by 23rd, 24th, L and M Streets in DC’s West End, a neighborhood in the midst of an explosion of new luxury condominium developments.  

In addition to Pedas’s parking lot, the southern half of Square 37 is comprised of the Tiverton, a 45-unit affordable-housing apartment building; two 19th-century townhouses; the West End Public Library; and a police station.  

Pedas is asking the Commission to rezone the entire half of the square, not just his lot.  

“This measure would leave the entire southern half of the square open to redevelopment, which could lead to the loss of the library, our homes, and the end of affordable housing in the West End,” said Deborah Akel, TSTA Vice President.  “This is obviously a special-interest zoning request which will benefit one landowner at the cost of  many middle-income residents.”

Both the Advisory Neighborhood Commission and the Foggy Bottom Association are opposed to the rezoning proposal.  At its May 19 meeting, the ANC-2A voted unanimously against any rezoning, and in a letter to the Zoning Commission, the FBA called the proposal “inappropriate.”

Over 700 new condos are currently being built in the West End, ranging in price from $400,000 to $3.2 million.  The TSTA argues that without an inclusionary zoning policy, which requires developers to allocate a percentage of new units for affordable housing, middle-income residents are being pushed out.   

A public hearing on Case 00-27 will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 10, 2004, at the Office of Zoning, 441 4th Street, N.W., Washington, DC (Metro: Judiciary Square).
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