TENAC
Attention All Tenants – Very Important Legislation Pending before the Council
For the first time, there are bills before the DC city council to reform rent control and provide protection for tenant associations.  This is really good news for tenants!!!  Spread the word and come to the hearing!!!
Testify at the hearing, or just show up in support if you can.  Wednesday, October 26th at the John Wilson Building, Council Chamber, 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW – 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM.
Sign up to testify by calling John Adams at 202.724.8198 by 5 PM, Monday, October 24th.

Bring a photo ID to enter the Wilson Building.

Submit written testimony not later than Friday, October 28th.
Ways you can show support:

1) Email and /or call/or write all councilmembers to express in your own words your support of the bills.  Or say “Please support bills B16-457; B16-458; B16-48; B16-51 and B16-109”.
2) In addition to individual action, send a letter from your tenant association to councilmembers.

Below is a description of the five bills that will be introduced to the DC city council at a council hearing on October 26th.  Twelve of the City Council has stated they will support these bills.  We need you to email/call/write the council and if you can - show up at the hearing on the 26th.  See below for councilmember emails/contact information.
1)  B16-457, "Rent Control Reform Amendment Act of 2005" 

To amend the Rental Housing Act of 1985 to repeal the provisions which allow the landlord to raise the rent ceiling of a vacant rental unit by 12% or to the highest comparable within that building, to allow the landlord to increase the rent ceiling of a vacant rental unit by an amount equal to 1% multiplied by the number of years since the last vacancy occurrence, to limit the amount of any adjustment in rent charged on an occupied unit to 10% of the current rent charged, and to limit to one per year the number of increases in rent charged.

2)  B16-458, "Right of Tenants to Organize Amendment Act of 2005" 

To amend the Rental Housing Act of 1985 to ensure that tenants of multifamily housing accommodations in the District of Columbia may organize freely, and to protect tenants who wish to organize in order to promote tenants' interests or to collectively challenge actions of the housing provider perceived to be contrary to tenants' interests.
3)  Bill 16-48, "Disclosure of Rent Ceiling Calculation Amendment Act of 2005" 

To amend the Rental Housing Act of 1985 to require for the disclosure to tenants by landlords of information that was used to calculate an increase in the rent ceiling.

4)  Bill 16-51, "Rent Control Statute of Limitations Act of 2005" 

To amend the Rental Housing Act of 1985 to allow a tenant involved in a rent adjustment to challenge all adjustments to the rent ceiling.

5)  B16-109, "Tenants Rights to Information Act of 2005" 

To amend the Rental Housing Act of 1985 to mandate full disclosure of pertinent information regarding rental properties, allowing tenants to make informed housing decisions.
Councilmembers' contact information: 1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW; Washington, DC 20004

Linda Cropp, Room 504, 202.724.8032, fax 202.724.8085; lcropp@dccouncil.us
Carol Schwartz, Room 404, 202.724.8105, fax 202.724 8071; schwartzc@dccouncil.us
David Catania, Room 110, 202.724.7772, fax 202.724.8087; dcatania@dccouncil.us
Phil Mendelson, Room 402, 202.724.8064, fax 202.724.8099; pmendelson@dccouncil.us
Kwame Brown, Room 406, 202.724.8174, fax 202.724.8156; kbrown@dccouncil.us
Jim Graham, Room 105, 202.724.8181, fax 202.724.8198; jgraham@dccouncil.us
Jack Evans, Room 206, 202.724.8058, fax 202.724.8023; jackevans@dccouncil.us   

Kathy Patterson, Room 107, 202.724.8062, fax 202.724.8118; kpatterson@dccouncil.us
Adrian Fenty, Room 408, 202.724.8052, fax 202.724.8120; afenty@dccouncil.us
Vincent Orange, Room 108, 202.724.8028, fax 202.724.8076; vorange@dccouncil.us
Sharon Ambrose, Room 102, 202.724.8072, fax 202.724.8054; sambrose@dccouncil.us
Vincent Gray, Room 506, 202.724.8068, fax 202.724.8097; vgray@dccouncil.us
Marion Barry, Room 400, 202.724.8045, fax 202.724.8055; mbarry@dccouncil.us
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