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Get your 2012 Calendars 



2012 Calendars are here, featuring the timeless work of Editorial Cartoonist Herblock. Order yours now!
ACLU DC Statehood Tees


Educate the world and help build the DC Statehood movement wearing these stylish, eco-friendly cotton tees.

Order your t-shirts today.

Democratic Destiny and the District of Columbia: Federal Politics and Public Policy


"These authors take a fresh look at how the first elected officials to govern the District of Columbia defined self-government for the city amid the problems and dilemmas they found."

-- Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton

Order the book »
D.C. Statehood Flags


Support DC Statehood – Fly the Flag!
In 2002, the D.C. Council debated a proposal to change the flag in protest of the District's lack of voting rights in Congress. We have "enhanced" the D.C. flag to reflect those proposed changes so that you can now proudly display it, and even wear it if you choose to, Abbie Hoffman Style!

Order your flag now.

Show off your ACLU Spirit


100% silk with a discreetly repeating pattern of the words “American Civil Liberties Union” and a bust of Lady Liberty. In red, blue and burgundy. Order ties for yourself or a friend today.

Contribute

DC One Fund #9493 
CFC #11890 

Join us on eBay!

Donate 10% to 100% of your eBay sale proceeds. It's easy and completely tax-deductible. Simply select the "Donate a percentage of sale" option when you list the item and choose "ACLU of the Nation's Capital" as the recipient.

Visit our eBay Giving Works page for full details.
	Mayor, D.C. Council Take Bold Steps To Secure D.C.'s Immigrant Community 

Described as a Hero by those he has helped, Jai Shankar, father of a ten year old, has lived in America for 20 years. His son is a citizen. He is not. When his friend’s camera was stolen, Jai called the D.C. Metropolitan Police Department. Instead of seeking out the thief, the Police questioned Jai, determined he was out of status and held him for ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement). After more than five months of incarceration and two years of wearing an ankle bracelet, a cloud of deportation remains over his head. Last year, America set a new record for deportations, sending 400,000 to uncertain fates; breaking up families; separating children from their parents; making those exposed reluctant to cooperate with the police, even when facing domestic violence at home.

The Department of Homeland Security recently changed course for its failed Secure Communities Program. After rejections by state and local governments, the Department has unilaterally abandoned its so-called “voluntary” program and declared it a “mandatory” program. Those powers ordinarily reserved to the states are apparently being taken by the federal government. When the “voluntary” program was launched, Washington, D.C. was the first in the nation to reject it. Illinois, Massachusetts, New York and others followed. Under the new “mandatory” program, immigrants, like Jai, who have committed no crime or have committed a minor offense can be held for ICE, without ever having been convicted of anything.

In response, Mayor Gray issued an Executive Order which was soon followed by Bill B19-0585, The Immigration Detainer Compliance Amendment Act of 2011, unanimously endorsed by every Member of the D.C. Council, making clear that Washington, D.C. is a sanctuary community; that we will not allow the Department of Homeland Security to federalize our Police Department; and asserting that the program makes our communities insecure.

It has been a long-standing policy for years in the District of Columbia that there is a bright line between immigration and enforcement and local police. As Mayor, Marion Barry issued an Executive order to that effect in 1984 and Mayor Kelly re-issued the Order. Hardened, violent criminals will not go free, however, with these recent actions by Mayor Gray and the D.C. Council. The D.C. Department of corrections can hold those convicted of violent crimes for up to 24 hours for ICE, so long as there is a written agreement that ICE will pay for these holds. Holding individuals who might otherwise be released, pending trial, is an expensive undertaking and increases an already overcrowded jail population. The D.C. Council Bill also makes clear that the Department of Corrections has discretion in this regard.

Having helped the homeless, fed the hungry, assisted the elderly and disabled, Jai Shankar faces a future that is unclear. His son Sanjay may be left without a father in America. That does not make that little ten year old secure.

UDC Law and ACLU-NCA Co-Host Forum "(In)Secure Communities" 
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Dean Broderick Moderates the Forum.
The affects of the mandatory Secure Communities Program was the subject of a Forum held recently at the UDC-David A. Clarke School of Law and co-hosted by the ACLU of the Nation’s Capital. Several experts presented including Jaime Farrant, Executive Director of Ayuda; Gwendolyn McDowell Washington, an immigrant specialist with the D.C. Public Defender’s Service; Ronald Hampton, a retired D.C. Metropolitan Police Officer, having served for twenty-four years; and Attorney Viviana Martinez, Chief of Staff for Cook County, Illinois Commissioner Jesus G. Garcia.
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D.C. Council Member Cheh presents
at the Forum.
Dean Shelley Broderick served as Moderator for the Forum that was opened by a brilliant analysis on the state of the relevant law by D.C. Councilmember and Constitutional Law Professor Mary M. Cheh. Several staff persons for other D.C. Council members attended the Forum, heard the presentations and witnessed the dramatic tale told by Jai Shankar (See story above) and viewed the ankle bracelet that he wears each day. The introduction of The Immigration Detainer Compliance Amendment Act of 2011 soon followed the Forum.

Barnes Announces Departure; Seeks Focus on D.C. Statehood 
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Following more than a decade as Executive Director of the ACLU of the Nation’s Capital, Johnny Barnes has announced to the Board that he will be leaving that position, effective July 1st, 2012. Barnes’ statement regarding his departure follows:

“The effort to preserve the Constitution and protect the Bill of Rights is not a sprint. It is a marathon. While we all recognize the need for safety and security, it is clear that sacrificing fundamental civil liberties does not maintain our values. It gives them away. I shall never waver as an advocate for civil liberties. And, I ask each of you to take this, the ACLU-NCA’s 50th year of service, to rededicate your commitment to our cause by making as generous a contribution as you can to our Annual Gift Campaign.

Washington, D.C. remains the nation’s Last Colony. I want to intensify my work to remove that stain from this Country’s democracy; that blight on our more perfect union. No other nation in the world denies representation to the people of its capital, except the United States. It is clear that our current status is unacceptable. A leading congressional leader recently indicated that he would be willing to allow us to decide how we should spend our own money --- yours and mine --- if we accept his view of spending for reproductive freedom. It pleases me that all of our elected leaders rejected that beggar’s choice. Now, we must press even more aggressively for equal footing with the citizens of every state. The only answer is D.C. Statehood. Nothing else works.

Despite the fact that we are at a critical and delicate time in our history, America remains great. But, we are not great because of our own weapons of mass destruction, military might, advanced technology or bountiful resources. We are great because the people of this nation and organizations like the ACLU-NCA do not step back in the face of perils. We step forward. We step up.
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With our rights declining, our ranks must grow. More are beginning to realize that the highest form of loyalty is to challenge, question, dissent and vigorously defend the Constitution and Bill of Rights. That is how best to maintain and restore our fragile democracy. You may be certain that I will remain on the job with you. We can be safe and free. But, we cannot be safe, if we are not free. Freedom comes with a cost. Benjamin Franklin’s words are instructive; “They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little, temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.”

I want to thank you, our many supporters and friends, those who volunteer and those who serve on our Board of Directors and staff. We have a small paid staff, consisting of only four very professional individuals. Full-time, volunteer staff attorneys contribute unbelievably. Roughly ninety cooperating attorneys volunteer to help us represent our clients. Some thirty other volunteers serve on committees, handle legal intake and assist with outreach, public education and grassroots lobbying. Thank you all.

We can do nothing without you. Join us again today and make a generous contribution. By so doing, you will help us in our ongoing effort to make sure that the rising tide of cynicism does not overwhelm or eviscerate those essential rights central to the American legal system, those things that make America great.

Thank you so much for your help, your friendship and support, throughout the years, and I wish each and every one of you a wonderful holiday season and a New Year filled with hope, good health, prosperity, promise and pride.”

If you know someone who'd be a good replacement for Johnny Barnes as Executive Director of the ACLU of the Nation's Capital, or if you'd like to apply yourself, please send a resume and short cover statement to EDsearch@aclu-nca.org. The position will be formally advertised beginning in January 2012, with a starting day in May/June to accommodate a brief overlap with Johnny, who is leaving July 1st.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT WHAT WE THINK
Your views and opinions are important to us. If, in these brief articles, we strike a chord or touch a nerve, let me know. I can be reached at Johnny.Barnes@aclu-nca.org.
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