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The work of the "Stakeholders Committee" at the Office of Tenant Advocate (OTA) is crucial.  Every tenant in the city truly has a "stake" in their work, and in a real sense is an integral "stakeholder" as well.  We commend OTA Chief Tenant Advocate Johanna Shreve, Chief Counsel Dennis Taylor, and Legislative Director Joel Cohn for initiating the Stakeholder system, for their wonderful work and the Stakeholders' wonderful work as well, on behalf of all who live in rental housing, especially on key issues, such as rent control, affordable housing and tenants' rights.  Since TENAC is very much involved in all of these issues as well, through our Hotline, e-mail and website, we know what a volume of hard work that is. 
At their last meeting, we heard an outstanding presentation on rental housing costs, allowable increases under rent control, and affordable rental housing in general by committee members, especially on how the city is rapidly becoming unaffordable for tenants and is leading to an out-migration of poor, low-income and fixed-income people.  We urge all to attend and participate in Stakeholder Meetings and to provide maximum support to this dedicated work. 
We also urge attendance at TENAC's April 6th Board Meeting at Sumner School, 17th and M Streets, NW from 6:30 - 8:30 P.M., and open to all.  Special guests will be a "double header" with Councilmembers Kwame Brown and Jack Evans.  
Speaking of support, TENAC is in the midst of its fundraising drive, and we ask for your generous help.  We work hard all year to support rent control, affordable housing and tenants' rights.  Please make a contribution if you can. 
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