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The District Needs Elizabeth Noel Now!

The Council Should Confirm Her 

to the Public Service Commission Promptly


There is very strong support for Elizabeth Noel’s confirmation to the Public Service Commission (PSC) throughout the District, especially among tenants.  Why? Because she has rendered fair, impartial and distinguished service throughout her public life, notably during her long tenure as People’s Counsel. 

     Every citizen in this city has benefited from her carefully crafted, fair minded rulings.  Tenants seek no special treatment, only fairness in utility rate paying and the ability to live in an affordable city.  The rich can live anywhere; tenants can’t.  Runaway rents and utility rates are forcing the most vulnerable among us out of the city - - nobody understands these demographics and hardships better than Ms. Noel.  

     With runaway gentrification, redevelopment and the condominium conversion craze in full swing, many are content to convert the whole city into an instant Georgetown.  We are not Boca Raton or East Hampton, however. We are Washington, D.C. and Affordable Housing should be available to all. 

     The “conflict of interest” and “functionality” arguments on this nomination are completely bogus and were debunked by the vast majority of witnesses, lay and professional.  Each is a red herring contrived by entrenched special interests with Pepco in the lead.  Ms. Noel has called Pepco to account on unfair and excessive utility costs, and Pepco’s strident opposition is nothing less than “get even” time by this giant utility throwing its great weight around in an offensive and overweening manner.  The definitive answer to both of these arguments against Ms. Noel was provided by the Attorney General, the city’s top lawyer, who found no impediments whatsoever to Ms. Noel’s nomination. 

     The most compelling reasons to confirm are Ms. Noel’s outstanding qualities and the great need for them on the PSC now!  She is an outstanding litigator, combining legal brilliance with extraordinary integrity, decency and commitment to the public weal.  As such, she would fill a key gap in a critical agency that has become largely moribund. 

     As people’s advocate, she has befriended the tenant cause countless times.  The TENAC Board has unanimously supported her confirmation. We have testified many times before the Council and endorsed many outstanding nominees for public office.  We believe Ms. Noel is the finest one to date, and we respectfully urge the Council to act promptly and favorably on her behalf. 
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