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BELLS ARE RINGING! 
SABOTAGE FOILED; FORUM A GREAT SUCCESS!
The TENAC Candidates Forum II for D.C. Council was a “Bells are Ringing” success.  Virtually all candidates showed, stayed a while, and answered tough questions on crucial tenant issues, such as rent control, affordable housing, and tenants’ rights.  We had a full house and a large crowd of placard-waving supporters outside.  TENAC’s endorsement of Vincent Gray for Mayor at Forum I got resounding cheers from the assembled throng at Forum II as well.

Nothing succeeds like success. When some smirking sociopath aiming to disrupt the Forum set off the Sumner School fire alarm, that incredibly stupid and illegal action failed to derail the TENAC meeting, but only increased our resolve to conclude it on a high note.  Committing such a wanton act is a felony, and museums like Sumner School have outstanding surveillance systems.  Going into overtime, we heard eloquent presentations from late arrivals, Kwame Brown, Vincent Orange, Harry Thomas, Jr., and others not even on the ballot, since TENAC gives a chance to everybody who wants to be heard. 


Council candidates emphasized the most crucial tenant issue, a TENAC initiative extending rent control’s renewal cycle from 5 to 10 years, which we have fought hard for.  TENAC is especially proud of that landmark achievement which others seem now to have discovered, but only after the Council, under Chairman Vincent Gray’s great leadership unanimously (13-0) agreed to back it.  


Kudos to TENAC’s many volunteers, especially “Gray’s Poster Plasterers Platoon,” who have put up over 30,000 “VINCENT GRAY FOR MAYOR” posters all over the city.  They include our “sign hero,” Asha Baker, and champion “Poster Plasterer” Jay Shankar.  Asha does wonderful graphics, urban art canvasses, and outstanding signage (i.e., the terrific TENAC Forum signs), while Jay caters wonderful Indian cuisine.  They work as volunteers for TENAC but they can be retained professionally. (Asha at azzu@hotmail.com, Jay at omcooking@hotmail.com.) When “Gray for Mayor” campaign history is written, TENAC volunteers working double time on his behalf will merit special praise.  Between now and then, however, let’s go out and win one for the Chairman! 


TENAC-endorsed candidates for Council are: Kwame Brown/Chairman, Jim Graham/Ward 1, Mary Cheh/Ward 3, Harry Thomas/Ward 5, Tommy Wells/Ward 6 and Phil Mendelson/At-Large. 
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