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Jeanne Williams 


She was a bright star in the firmament of this city’s neediest community.  It was a star that shed both light and warmth.  The light came from the hundreds of answers she provided the down and out on where and how to get help, especially in putting or keeping the roof over their heads, and the warmth came from the deep sense of compassion she communicated to them.  She imparted both hope and help to countless numbers of those the bible calls “the least of the brethren.”  They were not the “least” to her, however; they were as important to her as family and her next door neighbors.  She was no “softie,” however.  She knew how to give “unshirted hell” to those who needed it, including yours truly, who got it often.  I called it “The Jeanne Treatment”; it was sort of like a daily multiple vitamin.


She was a stalwart lass.  Bravery was writ large in her, so was integrity and decency.  She was facing life-threatening medical problems, but with her splendid trademark courage, she was facing them down, until as is often the case, with even the bravest of souls, they physically engulfed her.  Make no mistake about it, however, they never engulfed her indomitable spirit.  


This season has been especially rough on the female of the species, who were not only wonderful people, but wonderful tenant leaders.  The name KarenWilliamson comes immediately to mind.   Both Jeanne and Karen were extraordinary in their leadership and effectiveness for the causes they cared so deeply about –  housing justice for all, affordable rental housing, and tenant rights.  


Both of these terrific ladies had a lot in common.  They were big in size and stature.  They both had hearts to match.  Jeanne contributed generously out of pocket to help the neediest in this city; Karen treated them professionally with great skill and compassion.  How extraordinary that they shared virtually the same name – one was Williams and the other Williamson.  


Jeanne Williams died young.  Still she left years of accomplishment behind her.  That work was monumental, and while it may not be etched in marble, it will repose enduringly in the memory of those she helped – a far more important place – “In the short and simple annals of the poor.”  May she rest in peace.

Jim McGrath 
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