Immediate Action:  Forward widely
Contact:  Linda Leaks – lleaks1@juno.com
 
Retaliation Arrest of Linda Leaks for Seeking Health Assistance of Heat & Seizure Victim
 

Friday, August 6th, Linda Leaks was the victim of a harassment arrest by District of Columbia’s police, charged with driving an automobile with an expired car registration, and detained for more than ten hours.

 

Three police cars stopped her without any probable cause; the lead car was an unmarked jump-out car.  

 

This dramatic rush hour arrest was obviously retaliation by a police officer, who was upset with Linda Leaks for interrupting her while she was eating lunch in the patrol car (car #3011) thirteen days earlier, on Saturday, July 24th around 3:10 pm.  

 

Linda Leaks knocked on the patrol car window to ask for assistance for a man who was lying on the ground at the bus stop suffering from the massive heat and on the verge of a diabetic seizure about ten feet from the patrol car.  The police officer was extremely hostile and visibly upset with the interruption.  The patrol car was parked at the corner of “W” and 14th Streets, NW.

 

Linda Leaks explained, “I couldn’t understand why she was so upset.  So I took out my camera to take a picture to show the close proximity of the ill man and the police patrol car.  It soon became apparent that the two officers were upset about the picture taking.  That is when I knew I was going to be harassed by the police, but I thought it would be a ticket, not a handcuffed arrest.”

 

Is this Mayor Adrian Fenty’s and Police Chief Cathy Lanier’s example of fighting crime in the District of Columbia? We need an effective program. 

 

The irony of Linda Leaks’ arrest, just two hours prior to her arrest for driving a vehicle with an expired registration, she was told by a public housing residents, who live less than fifty yards from the First District, where Ms. Leaks was detained, of being too fearful of violence and criminal intimidation in the Greenleaf public housing development, to self-advocate on Capitol Hill for the preservation of public housing.  

 

Please ask the Mayor, City Councilmembers and all candidates for political office to:

End retaliation and harassment of District residents by the police;

End the violation of District residents’ civil liberties by police who need to prove that they have power, the law, and guns;

Use scarce resources to arrest criminals, not traffic violators;

 

Please forward this media release to your contacts.  For more information contact Linda Leaks at LLeaks1@juno.com  , (202)234.9119, fax (202)234.6655, thanks.
