MAYOR FENTY AND THE COUNCIL WERE ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE PREDOMINATELY AS DEMOCRATS IN A PREDOMINATELY DEMOCRATIC TOWN. NOW THE RECESSION IS CAUSING ACUTE REVENUE SHORTFALLS, WITH PROPOSED “SOLUTIONS” THAT WOULD SLASH SERVICES FOR THE POOR, NEEDY, ELDERLY, DISABLED AND TENANTS, INCLUDING THE OFFICE OF TENANT ADVOCATE, THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, METRO, DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, HOMELESS SERVICES, AND THE LIKE.

STILL, WE SEEM TO BE GETTING UNDULY CONSERVATIVE PROPOSED REMEDIES THAT CLAIM EVERYONE IS SHARING THE BURDEN EQUALLY AND THAT WE MUST ALL TIGHTEN OUR BELTS -- NEVER RAISE TAXES, SLASH SERVICES, AND FEE INCREASES -- THAT FALL DISPROPORTIONATELY ON THE POOR, THE MIDDLE AND LOW INCOME AND EVEN THE UNAFFLUENT.  THE BURDEN IS NOT SHARED EQUALLY WHEN IT CAUSES HOMELESSNESS, HUNGER, UNEMPLOYMENT, OR A CHOICE BETWEEN MEDICINE AND FOOD, AND A GLARING LACK OF NEEDED SERVICES TO THOSE WHO NEED THEM MOST. 
THE AFFLUENT AMONG US CAN ALWAYS DO WELL WITHOUT SACRIFICE OR SUFFERING; THE "LEAST OF OUR BRETHREN" CAN'T.  TENAC SAYS, "LET'S RESHUFFLE THE CITY'S BUDGET  - - CUT THE CARDS AND GIVE OUR NEEDIEST A "BETTER" IF NOT "NEW DEAL." 
To that end, WE URGE YOU TO CONTACT THE MAYOR AND YOUR COUNCILMEMBER (INCLUDING THE AT-LARGE MEMBERS WHO REPRESENT ALL VOTERS CITYWIDE) TO RESTORE THE CUTS AND TO RAISE REVENUES IN AN EQUITABLE MANNER, WHERE THOSE THAT CAN LEAST AFFORD IT ARE SAFE. 

BELOW IS ALL THE CONTACT INFORMATION (e-mail, telephone number and address) YOU NEED FOR YOUR COUNCILMEMBERS (YOUR OWN WARD’S COUNCILMEMBER AND ALL THE AT-LARGE COUNCILMEMBERS)

Also below is the site for the Save Our Safety Net Campaign. We urge you to click and sign the petition to make up for revenue shortfalls in a more even-handed manner. 
WE MUST BE LOUD AND CLEAR, AND LET OUR VOICES BE HEARD!  WE URGE YOU TO MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD IN NOVEMBER ALSO, BY VOTING FOR THOSE WHO WILL HEED OUR PETITIONS AND PLEAS.  (Kindly distribute this e-mail as far and wide as possible!) 
  - TENAC 


	http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/councildirectory
D. C. CITY COUNCIL – DIRECTORY, including E-mail, telephone, and addresses

Vincent C. Gray  - Council Chairman 
Suite: 504 
vgray@dccouncil.us
Tel:  (202) 724-8032    
Fax: (202) 724-8085
	 

	David A. Catania - Councilmember (At-Large) 
Suite: 404 
dcatania@dccouncil.us
Tel:   (202) 724-7772    
Fax: (202) 724-8087 
	Phil Mendelson- Councilmember (At-Large) 
Suite: 402 

pmendelson@dccouncil.us 
Tel:  (202) 724-8064   
Fax: (202) 724-8099

	Kwame R. Brown - Councilmember (At-Large) 
Suite: 506
kbrown@dccouncil.us 
Tel:    (202) 724-8174   
Fax: (202) 724-8156
	Michael A. Brown - Councilmember (At-Large) 
Suite: 406 
mbrown@dccouncil.us 
Tel:    (202) 724-8105 
Fax: (202) 724-8071

	Jim Graham - Councilmember (Ward 1) 
Suite: 105 
jgraham@dccouncil.us 
Tel:    (202) 724-8181    
Fax: (202) 724-8109
	Jack Evans - Councilmember (Ward 2) 
Suite: 106 
jackevans@dccouncil.us 
Tel:    (202) 724-8058    
Fax: (202) 727-8023

	Mary M. Cheh - Councilmember (Ward 3) 
Suite: 108 
mcheh@dccouncil.us 
Tel:    (202) 724-8062    
Fax: (202) 724-8118
	Muriel Bowser - Councilmember - (Ward 4) 
Suite: 110 

mbowser@dccouncil.us 
Tel:    (202) 724-8052    
Fax: (202) 741-0908

	Harry Thomas, Jr. - Councilmember (Ward 5) 
Suite: 107 
hthomas@dccouncil.us 
Tel:    (202) 724-8028    
Fax: (202) 724-8076
	Tommy Wells - Councilmember (Ward 6) 
Suite: 408 
twells@dccouncil.us 
Tel:    (202) 724-8072    
Fax: (202) 724-8054

	Councilmember Yvette M. Alexander (Ward 7) 
Suite: 400 
yalexander@dccouncil.us 
Tel:    (202) 724-8068    
Fax: (202) 741-0911
	Marion Barry - Councilmember (Ward 8) 
Suite: 102 
mbarry@dccouncil.us 
Tel: (202) 724-8045   
Fax: (202) 724-8055


 

Dcmetrolist] Stop Cuts to the DC Safety Net 

Thursday, March 18, 2010 3:47 PM 

From: "Andrew Richards" arichards365@hotmail.com 

To: "DC Metro USSF" <dcmetrolist@ussf2007.org> 

  

Everyone,

The Save Our Safety campaign has officially been relaunched to fight cuts to safety net services in this year's DC budget.  Below is more information on the campaign that includes links to an online petition and video.

There will also be a happy hour event this Monday.  Click here to check out the Facebook announcement for the happy hour.  Not on Facebook?  email savedcsafetynet@gmail.com for more info.

-Andy Richards 
During this time of economic crisis, the safety net is essential to the health of our entire city. We need the Mayor to strengthen our safety net, not target it first for cuts.  

  

DC faces a budget gap of $500 million dollars. Despite this bleak news, Mayor Fenty declared that he won't raise taxes. If past actions are any indication, he'll instead try to balance our budget by slashing funding for safety net services that are essential to the health of our entire city. 

We need you to ask the Mayor: Save Our Safety Net! 

  

In the course of the recession, our leaders have slashed more than $100 million from safety net programs like domestic violence services, child care, affordable housing, and job training -- essential services that support us as we reach for our goals and catch us if we slip.  

  

We can't afford any more cuts. Mayor Fenty must take a more responsible approach to balancing the budget and turn for support to those who suffer the least through this recession: the highest-income DC residents. Because of our flawed tax system, people making millions of dollars a year currently pay the same rate in taxes as those making $40,000 a year. New tax brackets for the top 4% of the city's earners (those making over $200,000 a year) could raise as much as $50 million in revenue to protect safety net services.  


The Mayor will release his budget proposal on April 1st - just over a week from now. He needs to hear from us now that safety net services are the foundation of a strong community and we won't stand to see them cut further. Go to www.saveoursafetynet.com to ask the Mayor to take this smart and responsible approach. 

If those who have sacrificed least in this recession pay a fair share, we can invest in an economic recovery that includes everyone. Ask Mayor Fenty: Save Our Safety Net! -- and forward this on to your friends, family, community group and neighborhood listserv today!

If you'd like to get involved with this campaign, email savedcsafetynet@gmail.com. 

