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LANDLORDS THREATEN 
TO DESTROY RENT CONTROL!

 When landlords threaten a lawsuit over the “constitutionality” of strengthening rent control, tenants need to be very concerned.  If we ever lost rent control in the District, the question of affordable housing would be academic; there would be none!  Look to the example of Boston.  Rent control was ripped off the books, and there followed the exodus of virtually all middle and low income tenants from the city.  Don’t let it happen here!
The battle began with TENAC’s landmark initiative to protect D.C.’s dwindling rental housing stock from the “condominium conversion craze” and to ensure affordable housing by making rent control permanent law, or in the interim, extending its renewal cycle from 5 to 10 years.  Kudos to the D.C. Council, under the leadership of Chairman Vincent Gray, for its unanimous (13-0) vote to back a 10-year extension proposal, a crucial D.C. tenant protection the incumbent mayor was notably silent on. 

All of this makes TENAC’s Candidates Forum II – (Candidates for D.C. Council), a critical event for all who care about affordable housing and basic tenants’ rights in this city.  You are urged to attend and ask Council candidates tough questions.  We hope to see you TONIGHT, August 3, at Sumner School’s Great Hall, 17th & M Streets, NW, 6:30 – 9 P.M.  

Rent control, condominium conversion curbs, tenants rights, tenant association protections, affordable housing – are all key rental housing issues in this city, seldom addressed by the Mayor, and almost never by The Washington Post, but often by TENAC-endorsed mayoral candidate, Council Chairman Vincent Gray. 


Past mayors and the incumbent mayor echo Calvin Coolidge’s “the business of America is business.”  Now we have “the business of the city is business” with development, redevelopment or gentrification rising to extraordinary levels to turn the entire city into a an “Instant Georgetown.”  Landlords would like nothing better than for “market rate” to become the “Holy Grail” for all rental housing, never mind that the “market” has become a casino, and the landlords are breaking the bank at Monte Carlo. Mayors and the power elite in this city need to remember that housing is not a “commodity.”  We are not talking about gold bullion, oil futures, or pork bellies; we are talking about the roof over people’s heads.  We are talking about survival. 
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