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IN MEMORIAM

PEARL PERRY
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TENAC warmly remembers our beloved Board Member, Dr. Pearl Wishem Perry and greatly mourns her loss.  Her name was exquisitely apt, but so was the rest of her.  She was “Pearl.” A name richly connoted in the Bible, it was cited in the gospel of Matthew as evocative of heaven itself.  She was a wonderful friend to all in TENAC and to countless others in DC and

around the country.
Visits to Waterside Towers, where she helped found the tenant’s association and presided as B Building and at-large Representative, were a special pleasure, since after cordial greetings she always took care of important Waterside Tenant Association business on behalf of tenants there.    
As a long standing TENAC Board Member, Pearl spearheaded our fund-raising efforts, distributed flyers and always showed up at candidate forums, rallies or protests sponsored by TENAC on behalf of all renters in the District.  With a Ph.D. from Columbia University, she was equally comfortable speaking with low-income renters about rental housing challenges as she was engaging Mayor Vincent Gray about policy issues affecting all renters in DC.  No matter what the occasion, Pearl always did her part to make it a rousing success by bringing her professional analytical skill, compassion and infectious smile to the situation.  She sought justice for all and pursued fairness and protection for tenants in this city as relentlessly as she battled microbes as a research scientist at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda.and the Health Resources Services Administration.
Pearl Perry was a Renaissance woman, with enough cultural sophistication and brain power to qualify as a virtual “Institute” herself, and enough charm to make it hum with efficiency, insight and humanity.  One of the most difficult medical disciplines of all - - molecular biology - - rolled off her tongue like a Child’s Garden of Verses.  She was an administrator noted for humanity, urbanity, excellence and effectiveness, and in the Federal service it doesn’t get any better than that. She loved the opera and was personal friends with Luciano Pavarotti and was a season ticket holder to the Kennedy Center, the Shakespeare and Arena Stage theaters.
She was one in a million, and her loss is our great loss.   She was my dear friend, she kept me on track, which is almost a full-time job, and I miss her every day.  She will be remembered at TENAC’s (Wednesday) January 4, 2012 “Kick-Off Meeting for the New Year,” from 6:30 – 8:30 P.M., at Sumner School, 17th & M Streets, NW, and you are also invited to remember her on that occasion.  
May she rest in peace.              
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