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THE WASHINGTON POST AS  
“DELPHIC ORACLE”- PART II 

The Washington Post’s editorial “endorsing” the Mayor was long, and said as much or more for Vincent Gray in 6 lines as it did for Mayor Fenty in over 100.  For both the Mayor and the Post, D.C. Public Schools are not only the most important issue, but apparently the only one.  We know the importance of public education, but believe affordable, livable and available housing comes first.  An adequate roof over one’s head takes precedence over all, since survival necessarily precedes learning.  If one is evicted onto the streets, squeezed to death financially by crippling rents, or living in squalid rat-traps, it is hard to imagine kids leaving home in the morning eager or able to learn.


The Mayor is a one-issue candidate -- the tenure of School Chancellor, Michelle Rhee.  Both the Mayor and The Post have hitched their wagons to her star, forgetting that we have had a whole galaxy of “stars” before her, a long list of educator “wunderkind,” some of whose reforms led to fragmentary “measurable” gains in “scores” and “standing” only later to vanish in the morning mists.  We do not pretend to know the secret to successful educational reform, but we don’t think it comes from the top down, nor do we think that it comes from mass firing, mass hiring, mass shuffles, and mass lopping off of heads.  There must be a better way. If one “remediation” does not work, try another, until one does.  These are dedicated people, who met teaching standards, with many years of service, some of them close to retirement.  


Conspicuously absent from the Post editorial is one glaring fact; the African-American population in DC has drifted away from the Mayor en masse.  Is that of no consequence?  We think it is critical.  They supported the Mayor once; now they are overwhelmingly for Vincent Gray.  The Mayor is a nice guy.  He has done some good things for the city, and is young enough to have an electoral future at some time.  That time is not now, however.  The Mayor has been weighed in the balance and found seriously wanting.  Vincent Gray has been weighed in that same balance and found to be manifestly superior, and clearly the man needed for this critical time.  There is no mystery why.  

 [Gray] “…is a devoted and sober-minded public servant.  In government


 and the nonprofit world, Mr. Gray has been a champion for the city’s


 most vulnerable citizens…he has worked tirelessly to reach out to 


 people and build consensus on key issues.”  -  The Washington Post , 8/1/10
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