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The last “Open Board of Directors Meeting” was a TENAC “TRIFECTA”.  Three Councilmembers attended: Vincent Gray, Council Chair, Jack Evans, Ward 2, and Kwame Brown, at-large.  All supported TENAC’s number one priority -- making rent control permanent law, or at least changing the renewal cycle from 5 to 10 years.  That is a landmark achievement.   Ironically, in D.C., traffic, alcoholic beverage, and banking statutes are permanent law.  You can get ticketed, towed, tanked, and taken to the cleaners from here to eternity, but you must renew the roof over your head every five years.  TENAC is pushing hard for permanent rent control and for legal assistance for tenants.  When added to commitments from councilmembers Jim Graham and Phil Mendelson, it means that we have a growing number of “yes” votes to greatly strengthen rent control.

This is an election year – a great time to push for key tenant issues – rent control, affordable housing, and tenants’ rights.  The Council knows where the votes are, and so do we.  TENAC has proudly represented the two-thirds of the city’s population in rental housing for almost a generation; and the TENAC endorsement is a key one.  

The leadership of this and every major city across the U.S. must realize, even with Big Bank USA and Wall Street still riding high in the saddle, that housing is not a commodity.  We are not talking about gold bullion, oil futures, or pork bellies; we are talking about the roof over people’s heads, the absolute necessity for survival in this city and everywhere else.  Washington is a city where there are more lawyers per square foot than any place on earth, and still 99% of those facing eviction before a judge in Superior Court do so without any legal assistance, although it involves the roof over their heads.  That must change, and TENAC will push hard to change it.
LONG LIVE RENT CONTROL, AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
AND TENANTS RIGHTS!
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