TENAC
February 19, 2010

DUES & DONATIONS


Dear TENAC Members and Friends:


TENAC seldom asks for money, dues or donations, because we are too busy helping tenants, but we need help now.  If you haven't given recently, we remind all that we are doing a whole lot for tenants, and we have a lot of expenses - legal outlays, telephone & fax lines, mailings, releases, flyers, and donations to needy tenants.  We rely heavily on a few generous donors, and a few board members who pick up significant costs out of their own pocket, including yours truly, I might add.  One of these days we will have a real fundraiser, but that takes lots of time and more money.  If you have given recently, many thanks, and kindly disregard this request.  We ask all behind in their dues and those willing to make a donation to do so.  We would appreciate it greatly if you would.  Although many are way behind in their dues and forget about renewals, a one-year renewal ($15) is all we ask.  You know who you are, and we don't have the time or the means to send out reminders.  We don't keep score.  We represent all tenants -- members, donors or neither -- and will continue to do so. 


We have been around for over 25 years, over 15 as TENAC.  We represent the largest constituency in the city -- tenants -- two-thirds of the city, or over 350,000 people.  We are the District's largest lobby.  Through our HOTLINE, our push for rent control, affordable housing, and tenants' rights; testimony on all tenant legislation; press releases, flyers, website, e-mail system, candidate forums, and open board meetings, we have become a District force for tenants to be reckoned with. We are proud of that fact.  Yet after all this time, we have little money, we can't afford an office, and we can't afford attorneys.  We try to help evictees, and we still make small donations and assist in other tenant catastrophes.  Tenants in this city suffer from two great weaknesses.  The first and worst is apathy; the second is parsimony. TENAC works hard for you all the time.  Nobody makes a dime in this organization; we are 100% volunteer. 


Now, however, there are special needs.  Rent control is up for renewal.  TENAC believes simple renewal is not enough. Renewal should be at least for ten years, not five.  Better yet, TENAC says make rent control permanent.  Unlike traffic, ABC and bank laws, you can get ticketed, towed, tanked or taken to the cleaners from here to eternity, but protecting the roof over your head must be done every five years.  But housing is not a "commodity."  We are not talking about gold bullion, oil futures, or pork bellies; we are talking about the roof over your head, the bare necessity for survival.  Five-year rent control renewal is absurd.  TENAC, with your help, is going to do something about it.  We ask every tenant and tenant association to make a donation.  Remember, the roof saved over somebody's head may be your own. 
Sincerely,

Jim McGrath

Chairman
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