TENAC
TENAC held its First Candidates Forum (for Mayor and Delegate), and after hearing all the candidates, enthusiastically endorsed Vincent Gray for mayor and Eleanor Holmes Norton for Delegate (see our announcement in accompanying attachment).  We will be holding our Second Candidates Forum on Aug. 3rd, 2010, featuring the candidates for D.C. Council seats up for election this November. 

  

TENAC enthusiastically endorsed Chairman Gray for Mayor and before that for Council Chairman, for a number of key reasons.  First and foremost, he has been a strong and consistent champion of crucial tenant issues, such as rent control, affordable housing and tenants’ rights.  He also has supported long-term renewal for rent control – a ten-year cycle versus the current five years, rent caps for senior citizens and disabled tenants, and the “Tenant Right to Organize Act,” a key  protection for all D.C. residents living in rental housing, which include two-thirds of the District’s population. 


          On other issues of great concern to tenants, Chairman Gray led a drive to keep the Franklin Shelter open and expand the shelter program citywide, matters critically important to homeless people, including tenants who have suffered the grave misfortune of eviction.  Gray’s efforts, which won the support of the Council, ultimately failed because the mayor stepped in and closed the shelter, before the measure passed by the Council could take effect.  

        

We strongly support Chairman Gray because he possesses the character traits a good mayor must have!  He is a compassionate, dedicated man, whose life-long work as a community activist, non-profit leader, and public servant was outstanding and indicative of the qualities we need now.  While he is a decisive leader, he stands out for being commendably free of arrogance or other overbearing traits, and is known for his ability to listen and genuinely relate to the problems of others.   

 

In his work before entering politics five years ago, Gray demonstrated that he well understood the predicament of tenants, the poor, the homeless, and other disadvantaged people in the District.  Too often recent mayors have put wealthy special interests ahead of the needs of the city as a whole.  Instead, Vincent Gray has become a particular champion of not only the underserved but also the tenant population in this city.  In short, he puts people first.

  

For all these reasons, TENAC is proud to endorse Vincent Gray for mayor.  
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