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THE WASHINGTON POST PLAYS

 “DELPHIC ORACLE”

An Implicit “Yes” for Gray?

That great oracle, The Washington Post, in its August 1, 2010 editorial, has again spoken from on high on electoral matters in the District.  These pronouncements, to some, are “holy writ,” and must be spoon fed to the public at large.  In doing so, the Post has assumed its mantle as “Overseer of the Public Welfare,” or perhaps we should simply say as “Overseer.”  This time it has ostensibly bestowed its electoral blessing on incumbent mayor, Adrian Fenty.  But has it?  We are reminded of another great oracle, the one at Delphi, whose most ardent suitor got one of history’s epic reversals.  

The oracle of Delphi gave answers held by the ancient Greeks to be of great authority but also noted for their ambiguity, and this sort of confusion reigns in the Post’s editorial, making it a Freudian-slip admission of who the better candidate is.  It is obvious that Gray possesses the temperament and character we need in a mayor.


The Post’s editorial devoted six extraordinary lines to the Mayor’s principal challenger, Council Chairman, Vincent Gray, as follows: 

Mr. Fenty’s chief rival in the Sept. 14th primary, D.C. Council Chairman Vincent C. Gray, is a devoted and sober-minded public servant…In government and the nonprofit world, Mr. Gray has been a champion for the city’s most vulnerable citizens.  As chairman of the council for the past four years, he has worked tirelessly to reach out to people and build consensus on key issues. 


In terms of political praise, that’s about as good as it gets.  Nothing in the remaining 102 lines of the Post’s endorsement editorial equals it for “endorsee” Fenty, or can undo its praise for Gray.  We believe that The Washington Post has subliminally endorsed Vincent Gray for Mayor, even though expressed in Delphic terms.  We commend them for their perspicacity. 

TENAC has endorsed Vincent Gray for Mayor in “non-Delphic” terms; we are especially proud that the TENAC endorsement was by an overwhelming majority; and we urge voters in the District to work hard for that same crucial result. 
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