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January 15, 2008

TENAC’S FOLLOW-UP ON RAT INFESTATION IN DUPONT CIRCLE PARK

(ALSO POSTED ON THE DUPONT FORUM YAHOO GROUP)
Many thanks for your concerned-citizens responses on our “rats” letter. Yes, we are aware that the Dupont Circle Park falls under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service (NPS) in general, and the U.S. Park Police in particular.  I assumed, however (probably wrongly) that the jurisdiction was largely for law enforcement, and that rat infestation, because of its immediacy and pressing public health threat would somehow involve the District. TENAC keeps getting mixed signals on this, moreover, with offers from the city to inspect, meet with concerned DC citizens, etc.  Moreover, in our early contacts with the Department of Health (DOH), not once did they decline responsibility in favor on NPS.  Anyway, we are contacting all and sundry at NPS, and devoutly hope for a remedy soon.  Knowing the slow responsiveness of any federal bureaucracy like the NPS- US Park Police, however, by the time they get around to rat abatement, we would need to hire the Pied Piper of Hamlin. 

Ms. Peggy Keller, Director of Community Hygiene Division, DOH, informed us that without jurisdiction, they cannot do any rat abatement. Nonetheless, DOH has sent inspectors to the park in response to our complaints, and has been trying to get some type of remedy underway with the Park Service.  I believe they are looking for some kind of Memo of Understanding with the National Park Service that DC can go in and do the abatement. 

DOH wants this memo for a number of reasons: they think that the Park Service is understaffed and are ineffective since they do not use tracking powder, as DC does. Instead, NPS uses bait, supposedly much less effective with the abundance of real food available.   

Subsequently, TENAC contacted the National Park Service, where a clerk told us to get in touch with NPS superintendent for Dupont Circle Park, Ms. Peggy O’Dell. We were advised to fax Ms. O’Dell a letter about the problem.  He refused to give out her telephone number or e-mail. Her number, however, published in the Dupont Forum Yahoo Group, thanks to Cary Silverman, is (202) 485-9880.  Ms. Keller of DOH said she would be pleased to meet with TENAC, the National Park Service and any other concerned citizens and groups in the Dupont Circle area and beyond, to bring about an effective solution.  We urge as many as possible to e-mail DOH (e-mails below) and call or fax NPS’s Ms. O’Dell a letter, to hopefully get things moving. Ms. O’Dell’s fax number is (202) 426-1835.  We also urge you to contact as well the Directors of NPS and of the NPS National Capital Region 
and the Chief of the U.S. Park Police, all of which oversee/have jurisdiction over Dupont Circle Park. 
Contact Numbers:
Peggy O’Dell, NPS Superintendent of Dupont Circle park, Fax (202) 426-1835,

Tel. No. (202) 485-9880

Director, National Park Service (NPS), Mary Bomar (202) 208-4621, Fax: (202) 208-7889

Regional Director, DC Region, NPS, Joseph Lawler (202) 619-7000, Fax: (202) 619-7220

Director, DC Department of Health (DOH), Carlos Cano, carlos.cano@dc.gov
DC DOH, Community Hygiene Division (oversees Rodent Control), Peggy Keller, peggy.keller@dc.gov
Gerard Brown, DOH Program Manager for Rodent Control, gerard.brown1@dc.gov
Chief of U.S. Park Police, Dwight Pettiford (202) 619-7350, Fax: (202) 205-7981

Councilmember Jack Evans, jackevans@dcouncil.us
Mayor Adrian Fenty, mayor@dc.gov
We hope many of you will follow up on this and also meet with Ms. Keller and her deputies when a time and date are set.  To informally set the ball rolling, DOH is sending their program manager for Rodent Control, Gerard Brown, to meet with Mark White of the National Park Service in Dupont Circle Park on site Wednesday.   I cannot attend, but I have deputized Robert L, our research person, to represent TENAC at any meeting(s). 

Best wishes,

Jim McGrath

Chairman
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