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January 10, 2008

Mr. Gregory Pane, Director 

D.C. Department of  Health 

825 North Capitol St., NE  

Washington, DC  20002

Dear Mr. Pane:


This organization has complained time and again to your Rodent Control Division  about the grave infestation of rats in the Dupont Circle Park.  We have been given repeated assurances that the situation would be promptly addressed.  Our protests began over six months ago.  Despite repeated complaints and requests for action, despite an exponentially worsening situation, i.e., dozens of rats running throughout the park, day and night, absolutely nothing has been done.  Sitting on the park benches, particularly on the outer perimeter can be a horrifying experience.  The rats are so acclimated to their surroundings, they have become increasingly emboldened, even as they multiply. 

 Today a Latino mother left her child in a stroller for an instant to discard an empty coffee container into the rubbish barrel nearby.  In a split second, a rat, probably smelling the infant formula in the baby’s milk bottle in the bottom of the stroller, promptly jumped into the stroller.  Fortunately several eyes were trained on the rat, including yours truly, and our yells and foot stamping scared the rodent, but apparently not too much, since his departure from the carriage was very much on the leisurely side.  I have no doubt that absent the bystanders and their response, the rat would have attacked the child.  Rats, after all, like human cartilage and have been known to eat the ears and nose off an infant in very short order.  Horrified, the mother almost panicked in her haste to leave the park.  My entreaties to her to report the incident fell on deaf ears, since her English was very limited, and, if she was undocumented, she unfortunately probably feared reporting anything to the authorities.  Consider if the situation had been different, however, and the endangered infant belonged to a vocal, outraged citizen.  In that case, if the infant had been bitten or worse you can imagine the kind of lawsuit the District would incur.  You may also rest assured it would have TENAC’s  total support.


The rodent infestation in the park is an outrageous dereliction of duty by your office in general and the Rodent control section in particular.  Even the most cursory inspection of the park’s proliferating rat holes should have triggered action by now.  

There are rat holes so large in the grassy outer perimeter of the park, especially in the quadrant closest to the Sun Trust Bank, they will soon require a manhole cover to seal their circumference.  Dozens of rats enter and leave those enclosures every day, including 

whole families of rats, mother rats delivering food droppings to offspring, grooming them, etc.  It is one of the most disgusting spectacles I have ever witnessed, and growing worse by the day.  For at least the 10th time, I respectfully request that your department take action on this outrageous, health-endangering situation. 

Sincerely, 

Jim McGrath

Chairman 

cc:   Hon. Adrian Fenty

        Hon. Jack Evans

        Hon. Jim Graham

        Council of the District of Columbia 

        Director of Parks & Recreation

        Department of Health Services

        Department of Human Services

        Animal Disease Control Division 

        Office of Early Childhood Development

        Environmental Health Administration

        Garbage & Trash Division,  Dept. of Public Works

        Office of the chief Medical Examiner

        Hon. Eleanor Holmes Norton
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