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RATS ON THE RUN!

We are pleased to announce that rats in Dupont Circle Park are diminishing in number, if not in size.  As a result of an agreement between the National Park Service (NPS) and the DC Department of Health (DOH), a rat abatement campaign in the Park has at last begun.  Bait has been strategically placed, rat holes filled in, trash containers increased, and hedges, where rats love to hide, cut back. 

We commend the NPS and DOH for these actions.  TENAC has campaigned long and hard against rat infestation, and we are proud of this outcome.  Our concerns about rats in Dupont Circle Park were such that TENAC volunteers, at their own risk, filled in some of the largest rat holes.  That effort must be ongoing. We appreciate the work of Peggy Keller, Deputy Director, D.C. Department of Health, William Lawler, Director of the National Capital Region, NPS, and NPS Officer Sean Kenneally.   Special credit goes to Phil Carney, our excellent representative on the Dupont Circle ANC, David Mallof and Cary Silverman of the Dupont Forum and the Dupont Circle “Rat Patrol,” among others, all of whom have worked long and hard to control rat infestation.  


Of key importance is the fact that jurisdictional lines were crossed by both NPS and DOH for the good of the city.  The NPS controls the park and the city the land around it.  The rats, of course, roam freely over both lines. They will now be combated from both directions.  Regrettably, the arrangement in no way resolves the lack of District sovereignty over such parkland.  Meaningful home rule requires no less.  TENAC devoutly hopes that the NPS and DOH action will be a harbinger of ultimate District control and a strengthening of District home rule.

LONG LIVE DISTRICT HOME RULE!
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