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                        RATS II

National Park Service (NPS) and D.C. officials have met to deal with the rat infestation problem in the Dupont Circle Park.  We wish them well, but doubt that effort will go anywhere.  The NPS and the U.S. Park Police control the Park, and the District the land around it.  Each has a hands-off policy regarding the other’s turf, and nothing ever gets done.  The rats recognize no such boundaries, and roam freely from one to the other all the time. 

The Park is an Elysium Field for rats.  There rats are pretty hefty, easily getting 2000 calories a day, (albeit high in cholesterol).  Food remnants are everywhere: receptacles overflow with discarded food; bird feeding goes on all day; and the rats gorge all night.  The NPS is an absentee landlord; they are almost never there, and the Metropolitan Police will not enter the Park.  NPS does little clean-up and virtually no rat control.  The Park Police do little other than wake up homeless people sleeping on the bench, never mind that these poor souls are bothering nobody, are homeless, have no access to shelters, and have no place to go. 


Rock Creek Park, Dupont Circle Park, et.al., should be under D.C. control.  NPS does not control Central Park in New York; New York does.  NPS does not control the Boston  Common; Boston does.  NPS control equals “divide and conquer” and is a glaring affront to home rule.  Federal control should not extend beyond the Federal Triangle downtown.  Extension into widely scattered non-contiguous areas atomizes District geography and autonomy.  The District’s land mass is small enough, it does not need to be diluted further. 

The NPS and the District are said to be on the right track on rat eradication in the park, yet the only tracks seen are rat tracks.  The problem was reported to both authorities almost three weeks ago, after a large rat came close to attacking an infant in broad daylight.  Crossing the circle at night, many large rats can be seen scurrying about the bushes near the fountain.  To NPS enforcement, we say RATS!

 
                                           LONG LIVE DISTRICT HOME RULE!
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