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RATS ROLL CALL

For Immediate Release: July 16, 2008
For Information: Call Jim McGrath (202) 628-3688
Earlier this year we reported the deplorable conditions of the Dupont Circle Park, including a gravely serious rat infestation problem there, which TENAC brought to the attention of the National Park Service (NPS) and the DC Department of Health.  Together they addressed this problem in a remarkably cooperative and creative way, and the results have been dramatic.  Dupont Circle Park has never looked so good.  In short, the infestation problem appears to have been eliminated since not a rat has been seen by us or reported to us since the NPS and DC Health Department collaboration took place.  The Park looks like an Elysium Field.  We especially applaud the portable toilets placed in the park, one of the best and most innovative ideas in a long time. 


We also applaud the increased presence and patrolling of the U.S. Park Police, but take issue with their constant awakening of the homeless who perennially sleep on some of the benches.  We need to remember in a city with a large homeless population, few shelters, and few resources directed their way, the homeless have few options.  Interrupting the sleep of these poor souls serves no purpose, but is simply harassment.  The Park Police have better things to do.  


In conclusion, kudos to the NPS and the DC Health Department for a job well done! 
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