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TENAC, the D.C. Tenants’ Advocacy Coalition, is proud that the first order of business at our February Board of Directors meeting was a unanimous vote to contribute $100 to Haitian relief.  We strongly urge all other public service organizations in this city to do the same, or more if possible. We also take great pride in the advocacy of safe, affordable housing not just for those in the District of Columbia, but for all.  People far and wide, from D.C. to Santa Monica, have supported TENAC’s comprehensive stand on affordable, fair housing, and it behooves us in this time of great need to speak out for suffering Haitians now.  This is the 60th Anniversary of the U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which proclaimed that housing is a basic human right, as relevant to the people of Haiti as it is to renters in Washington, D.C.  
One of the most bone-headed commentaries uttered by Washington “punditocrats” claimed that housing in Haiti was of secondary importance since most Haitians live outdoors because of the warm climate.  The stupidity of that remark ranks with that of a New Deal critic, who kept saying “in the long run” when talking about emergency food aid for destitute Americans during the Depression, until reminded that “People do not eat in the long run; they eat every day.”  Of course Haitians need housing right now, just like the rest of us, not “in the long run,” especially when an estimated one million are homeless and the rainy season is approaching.  Pundits, Politicos, and Plutocrats alike need to be reminded that housing is not a “commodity.”  We are not talking about gold bullion, oil futures, or pork bellies; we are talking about the roof over people’s heads, the basic necessity for survival on the Island of Hispaniola, as it is in America’s great cities, like Washington, D.C.  

Contributing money is mainly all anybody can do, however, and of course, it is critical.  Also critical, however, is a new vision by donors and by national and international leaders.  A key question needs to be answered.  Why has this island nation, since its inception over two hundred years ago, been a land of suffering?  Why has this tiny slice of land, one-third of the Island Hispaniola, a mere one-hundred miles from the coast of Florida lived in such abject poverty?  Why is it ranked generation after generation as “the poorest country in the hemisphere”?  A large part of the answer is simple.  Virtually since their independence from France in 1804, they have been ruled by brutish, murderous dictators, bums like Duvalier, pere et fils, and jackasses like Aristide, all of whom have had one thing in common, the toleration and support of the U.S. Government.  “Corruption” seems to be Haiti’s sole industry and truly gross national product.   We are talking about “generations of corruption,” massive world-class corruption” ---“Ferdinand and Imelda class corruption."
  Where are the neighbors?  Where are the Dominicans – co-habitors of Hispaniola, a mere mountain range away?  Where is Cuba, famous for exporting subversion, but sometimes also doctors!  (Doctors si!  Subversion no!)  Where is megalomania-afflicted Venezuela, awash in demagoguery but also in oil, some of which could help impoverished Haitians from denuding their forests for fuel?  Where is the Organization of American States (OAS)?  Could they not coordinate a hemispheric approach to helping Haiti?  Of course, we all know about the U.S. penchant for being on the "wrong side" of history, for granting aid and support for tyrants worldwide like Spain's Franco, Chile's Pinochet, the Philippines' Marcos, the Shah of Iran, et. al.  Over the years, we have backed or condoned an international rogues' gallery of bums, and in the Caribbean especially, pirates like Cuba's Batista, Nicaragua's Samoza, and Dominican Republic's Trujillo, among many others.  After propping up dictator after dictator and sanctioning “voodoo” economics in Haiti on an epic scale for so long, it’s a wonder any Haitians have survived.  The American people have responded with extraordinary generosity to this tragedy, however.   The larger question remains:  Where will the U.S. and all the major donor countries be in the future?   The U.S. needs to do a lot, but so do a host of others.  Can it be that the “Colossi of the world” --- the U.N., the U.S., the OAS, Latin America, France, the EU, IMF and World Bank, among others, cannot rebuild and sustain a land the size of Connecticut with a population of less than 10 million people?  Cannot all the king’s horses and all the king’s men put tiny little Haiti together again?  Could not all these forces, representing astronomical wealth and power sustain it until Haiti becomes a Caribbean success story?   It is an abiding disgrace that we have allowed this poor country to languish as a basket case for so long.  The U.S. alone rescued all of Western Europe with the Marshall Plan.  Remember?

Let us focus on another key question:  where is France?  We are talking about a French-speaking, former French colony after all, whose maladministration of that land left it in a shambles.  Linguistically and culturally, here is a golden opportunity for France to help create a shining example of both Gallic culture and prosperity, hopefully, with the help and cooperation of the entire hemisphere.  
The Haitian people, these “poorest of the poor” need much more than immediate “rescue,” however; they need a national "rebirth."  Haiti could and should be a test case for a great hemispheric, if not worldwide, success story — "a revival and rebirth" of a nation.  The U.S. needs to do a lot, but so do a lot of others. 
Long Live Haitian Recovery and Rebirth!
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